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NOTICE OF LETTER OF INTENT(S) 
(NOLOI)
Cost Share for Federal Geothermal Energy 
Funding Opportunities Solicitation 
GFO-25-902
DE-FOA-0003589
July 15, 2026
On June 4, 2026, the California Energy Commission (CEC) released GFO-25-902, “Cost-Share for Federal Geothermal Energy Funding Opportunities,” a competitive solicitation to provide cost-share funding to applicants that apply for and receive an award under an eligible federal Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA).
On June 4, 2026, the CEC added DE-FOA-0003589, “Critical Minerals and Materials Accelerator Notice of Funding Opportunity,” as an eligible federal funding opportunity under this solicitation.
The CEC received three proposals by the due date, June 29, 2026. The proposals were screened, reviewed, evaluated, and scored using the solicitation criteria. The three proposals passed the stage one application screening and were scored according to the scoring criteria described in GFO-25-902.
The attached Notice of Letter of Intent table identifies the applicants selected and recommended for funding by CEC staff and includes the recommended funding amount and score. The total amount recommended is $2,439,399 in cost-share funding.
Funding of proposed projects from this solicitation is contingent upon receiving a federal award from the FOA listed above, the CEC confirming that the federal award continues to meet eligibility requirements under GFO-25-902, to be verified during Phase II (Post Federal Funding Award), approval of the CEC award at a publicly noticed CEC business meeting, and execution of a grant agreement. If the CEC is unable to timely negotiate and execute a funding agreement with an applicant, the CEC, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to cancel or modify the pending award, and award the funds to another applicant.
In addition, the CEC reserves the right to: 1) add to, remove, or shift funding; and 2) negotiate with successful applicants to modify the project scope, schedule, or level of funding.
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For information, please contact Marissa Sutton, Commission Agreement Officer at marissa.sutton@energy.ca.gov 
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Letter of Intent Recipients
	Rank Number
	Applicant
	Project Title
	CEC Funds Requested
	CEC Funds Recommended
	Federal Funds to be Requested
	Additional Match Funds Beyond Minimum
	Score
	Award Status

	1
	Materials Research LLC
	From Feedstock to Battery Grade: A Cost-Competitive DLE Process with Integrated Chemical Recycling
	$939,399
	$939,399
	$1,996,222
	$204,644
	83.42
	Awardee – Receive Letter of Intent

	2
	Waypoint 33 LLC
	Discovery and Characterization of Rare Earth Elements and Critical Minerals in the Coso Volcanic Geothermal System, NAWS China Lake, Inyo County, California
	$500,000
	$500,000
	$2,000,000
	$219,740
	81.08
	Awardee - Receive Letter of Intent

	3
	EELI Technology, Inc. 
	Cost-Competitive Electrochemical Direct Lithium Extraction from Low-Grade Domestic Brines
	$1,000,000
	$1,000,000
	$2,000,000
	$0
	76.50
	Awardee - Receive Letter of Intent

	
	
	Total:
	$2,439,399 
	$2,439,399 
	$5,996,222
	$424,384
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