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September 11, 2026
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Fossil Gas Related Technical Assistance

The purpose of this document is to provide answers to questions for the above solicitation. The following answers are based on the California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received. 

General/Administrative

Q1 - Is this RFP open to individual contractors/consultants? Do they need to be incorporated as a small business?

This RFP is open to all contractors and consultants.

Technical

Q2 - Is the CEC looking for a consultant to provide with data inputs, understanding, approach for selection of scenarios and help measure the outcomes using existing models or models to be developed by CEC/others? OR
The answer to this question and the below question will depend on the particular scope of work, with the CEC’s preference being to use in-house models where available.  
Q3 - Is the ask being for consultant to create new models based on identified scenarios, execute and maintain?
Please see answer to the above question.

Q4 - Is the CEC looking for each bidder to address all the identified topic areas or partial bids on fewer topic areas is acceptable? 
Bids for a selection of work scope items where the consultant has technical expertise are acceptable.  Bidders do not need to be able to provide all items listed in the solicitation.

Q5 - Will the project (Tasks 2.1 and 2.2) only be awarded to a single bidder, or is it possible to bid on one task (i.e., submit a bid only for Task 2.2)?
Bidders may bid on one task.
Q6 - What data would be available on existing customers and the fossil gas pipeline system? Is this primarily the census tract level data previously available through CPUC processes, or is there additional system and customer data available?

The CEC has gas interval and monthly billing data for all investor-owned utility customers.  We also possess hydraulic models and ArcGIS models of California's gas system, which include the location of existing transmission and distribution lines, storage fields, regulators, etc.

Q7 - Anticipated Work Authorization Mix: Does the CEC currently anticipate that the initial or more substantial work authorizations will be concentrated in Task 2.1, Task 2.2, or in particular areas such as pipeline decommissioning, clean-fuel scenario modeling, gas forecasting, rate and revenue modeling, or hydraulic modeling?
This has not been established at this time.
Q8 - Expected Work Authorization Volume: While we understand that work will be issued on an as-needed basis, can the CEC provide any general guidance regarding the anticipated number, typical duration, or approximate size of work authorizations during the agreement term?
This would depend on the technical depth of the work scope item(s) as well as the contractors selected.  We do anticipate the potential of running multiple tasks at once. 
Q9 - Mobilization Expectations: Once a work authorization is approved, is there a typical or expected timeframe within which the contractor should be prepared to begin work or make the proposed technical personnel available?
Timing for a kick-off meeting/mobilization can be negotiated based on the selected bidder’s availability.  Our general best practice is to host a kick-off within 30 days of contract approval.


Q10 - CEC Data and Modeling Resources: In addition to the customer and fossil gas pipeline data referenced in the Scope of Work, should bidders anticipate access to existing CEC models, GIS resources, forecasting inputs, or other analytical tools where applicable, or should contractors generally plan to provide any additional required resources through individual work authorization budgets?
Yes, it is envisioned that CEC staff would provide existing data, models, and/or resources to the consultant as available.  The availability of existing data may be task specific.
Q11 - Does the CEC have internal models it expects the selected contractor to support (e.g., demand forecasting models, cost-effectiveness models, scenario/planning tools)? If so, please describe these models and indicate the type of technical support expected (e.g., model updates, validation, expanding functionality, etc.).

Please see answer to Q10 above.

Q12 - Budget: At the pre-bid conference it was communicated that work under this contract will be assigned on an as-needed basis, is it appropriate for respondents to submit a budget in, for example, Task 2.2 (Fossil Gas Forecasting and Modeling) assuming the scope and level of effort of a typical gas forecasting project? If not, can the CEC provide additional guidance on the expected scope, frequency, or scale of forecasting requests to inform a more accurate budget estimate?

Please see Attachment 7 in the proposal for information on the budget forms.

Q - Is there flexibility to adjust scope (e.g., through change orders or phased work) if additional needs are identified once the engagement is underway?

Yes.
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